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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK OME CHECK ¢nE
_EXCELLENT XDETERIORATED X UNALTERED KonrcinaL site
GOOD RUINS ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR ___UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) FHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The A. P. Carter Homeplace is a small cabin situated along a footpath in Scott County,
just over a ridge from Poor Valley and Maces Spring The 17-by-15 foot structure iS
a story-and-a-half, half-dovetailed log building with weatherboard gables and a tin
roof. At the west end iS a small rubble stone chimney with a brick stack, There ere
windows i n the south and east walls, but none in the front (north) wall, which is
pierced only by a three-batten door with vertical, beaded boards,

A frame lean-to with vertical board covering extends the length of the rear and
protrudes about six feet farther to the east. There is an open shed at the cast end.

The interior of the cabin is very plain; a closed stair rises in the notthwast corner,
and there is asmall fireplace on the west gable wall. The joists are exposed, and
some of the remnants of matchboard wainscoting survive. The house is presently
ahandoned.

A Log barn and another frame outbuilding survive on the rise to the north, and there
are ruins of other farm structures arcund the house, Within a short distance of the
cabin are the school where A. P. Carter was educated, a store he kept in later years,
his grave, and the later home of his parents, as well as a modern house he occupisd
at the end of his life.

The A. P. Carter Homeplace is set on a 33-acre partially wooded tract, centered in
Little Valley--the boundaries delineating all of the acreage that is associated with
the | og house and is in the possession of the present owner.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Tire A, P. Carter Homeplace, hidden in Little Valley near Maces Spring in Scott County

stands as an outstanding representative of the material and oral traditional culture of
the Southern highlands. It is significant primarily as the birthplace and early home
of a towering figure in the collection and performance of the regional folk music of
Southwest Virginia and in the formation of a new regional popular music form. The house
is interesting as a late example of a traditional type of small house introduced into
America during the early years of English settlement and built and used by poorer people
for almost 300 years afterward.

.Carters had been living in this area for over 100 years when Alvin Pleasant Delaney

"A.P." Carter (1891-1960) was horn. Instructed in music by an uncle who kept one of the
shape-note "'singing schools" popular in rural areas of the South during the nineteenth
century, Carter was a musician from his early years, singing in a family quartet and
playing the fiddle. 1In June, 1915, he marxied Sara Dougherty (born 1898) of nearby

Sopper Creek, who was also a musician. The couple performed locally for several years,

and when Maybelle Addington (borxrn 1909) joined the family through marriage to Carter's
brother Ezra in 1926, the "Carter Family'", as it became known to the public, was completed.

The Carter Family repertoire comprised a conglomerate of songs traditional in the family,
songs composed by A. P. Carter and to a lesser extent by Sara and Maybelle Carter, and
songs actively collected by A. P. Carter and performed verbatim or reworked by him. At

a crucial period in mountain musical culture, when outside influences were beginning to
overwhelm traditional local strains, the Family's corpus of about 250 songs recorded
between 1927 and 1941 preserved a valuable body of Southwest Virginia's folk music,
Academic folklorists such as Cecil Sharp and the collectors of the Virginia Folklore
Society, beginning to work the Virginia mountains just as A. P. Carter's career began,
tended to collect along narrower and more restricted lines, limiting themselves te ballads
thought to have been inherited from English tradition ox, in a few cases, to those
American~born ballads which complied with their literary definitions. The Carters' work-
ing collection of old ballads, occupational songs, gospel music, Victorian parior songs
and other sentimental pieces, and black-inspired blues probably represented a truer cross-
section of mountain tastes and culture of the early twentieth century than any academic
collection before or since,

The Carter Family were not the first folk musicians to be recorded commercially when they
began to perform for the Victor Talking Machine Corporation in Bristol, Tennessee-Virginia,
in 1927. However, their recording career, like A, P. Carter's collecting, cane at a
formative time in the hillbilly music industry, as it was building a new regional popular
misic on a folk base. The Carters quickly became favorite performers and, in the words of
ne scholar, maintained ' tremendous influence on American folk music for three decades...

(sce Continnation Sheet 1)
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L they / perpetuated a particular rhythmic beat in country music

L and"] preserved instrumental patterns developed to

complement vocal sounds of traditional music previously sung
uvnaccompanied...." The Carter Family, under A, P. Carter's leadership, were
instrumental in the transition of their form of Virginia folk music from a
localized phenomenon into a regional one.

The small cabin in Little Valley is an excellent example of the traditional
"square" or English cabin (with a single room of approximately square plan,

a closed stair in a corner near the fireplace, and a gable-end chimney) in
the usual story-and-a-half log mountain form. A building type recovered
archaeologically from the earliest periods of settlement and surviving in a
few seventeenth~century examples, it continued to be used both for outbuild-
ings among the wealthier planters and among the poorer classes of people for
housing until the present century. Its smaller chimney and matchboard wain-
scoting are among the few concessions the A, P. Carter Homeplace makes to the
pexiod of its building; otherwise it is strictly traditional. As such, it is
a striking representative of the small, unglamorous house so often overlooked
by historians but which probably formed a major part of the landscape through
most of its period of use.

The cabin, which is presently unused, lies within a short distance of several
other sites assocciated with the Carter Family, including A. P. Carter's grave,
the store he kept late in his life, and Clinch Mountain, the subject of
several of their songs. The property, not in use at this time, is still owned
by Carters.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The' acreage’comprising the A. P. Carter Homeplace is bounded by a line beginning at a

peint .6 mile southwest of Jett Gap; thence running 1800 feet north northwestward in

straight line; thence exteading 1000 feet west southwestward in a straight line follow-

ing the ridge of Pine Ridge Mountain; then running 1700 feet south southeastward in 2

straight line; thence extending 1100 feet slightly east northeastward in a straight
line to point of origin.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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USGS 7.5' quadrangle

(scale: 1:24000)
Hilton, Va.

1938 (PR 1968)

A. P, CARTER HOMEPLACE, SCOTT COUNTY, VA
UTM References:
A - 17/375660/4058920
B - 17/375650/4058310
¢ - 17/375140/4058320
D 17/375140/4058930
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